
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

NORFOLK DIVISION 
NEWPORT NEWS DIVISION 

In re: ) 
)      NORFOLK STANDING ORDER 25-1 

IMPLEMENTATION OF HEARING ) 
PROTOCOL DURING LAPSE IN   ) 
APPROPRIATIONS,  )      NEWPORT NEWS STANDING ORDER 25-1 

) 

ORDER IMPLEMENTING PROTOCOL GOVERNING HEARINGS IN THE NORFOLK AND 
NEWPORT NEWS DIVISIONS DURING THE LAPSE IN APPROPRIATIONS 

On October 20, 2025, having exhausted all available funding, the Judiciary entered into 

Phase Two of the federal government’s lapse in appropriations. During Phase Two, the Court must 

operate subject to the Anti-Deficiency Act. The Anti-Deficiency Act limits Court operations to 

“excepted activities” and requires the Court to suspend activities that do not imminently threaten 

the safety of human life or the protection of property. To enable the Court to scale-down operations 

while continuing to resolve cases consistent with its core constitutional functions, the undersigned 

find that it is necessary to implement the protocol attached as Exhibit A hereto (the “Protocol”).  

Accordingly, it is hereby ORDERED that the Protocol, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is 

effective immediately upon the entry of this Standing Order and will apply to hearings in the Norfolk 

and Newport News Divisions scheduled for October 28, 2025, and on all dates thereafter until 

Congress appropriates funds for the Judiciary. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

_______________________________ Dated: October 22, 2025 
STEPHEN C. ST. JOHN 
United States Bankruptcy Judge 

_______________________________ Dated: October 22, 2025 
FRANK J. SANTORO 
United States Bankruptcy Judge 

/s/ Stephen C. St. John

/s/ Frank J. Santoro 



EXHIBIT A 
 

1 
 

NORFOLK/NEWPORT NEWS HEARING PROTOCOL DURING LAPSE IN 
APPROPRIATIONS 

 
Hearings that must be removed from the Court’s docket by the moving party:  
 
The movant shall remove the below-listed matters from the docket with a prompt 
hearing cancellation if the respondent is represented by counsel AND (1) the 
response/objection deadline has expired and no timely response or objection has 
been filed; OR (2) any objections have been resolved or withdrawn.  
 

1. Motions to Incur Debt (including motions where the principal amount of the 
proposed indebtedness exceeds $50,000) 

 Exclusion: Motions that request nunc pro tunc relief  
2. Objections to Exemptions 
3. Motions for Relief from Stay 

 Exclusions:   
o Motions that include requests for relief under § 1301(c)(1) or (3) 

(unless the movant will tender an order signed by or on behalf of 
the co-debtor) 

o Motions that request in rem relief 
o Motions that request nunc pro tunc relief 

4. Notices of Default pursuant to Order Modifying Automatic Stay 
5. Section 707(b) Motions to Dismiss  
6. Chapter 13 Trustee Motions to Dismiss 

 
The Court will treat matters meeting the above-criteria as subject to consent 
resolution. Accordingly, the moving party should submit an appropriate order with the 
endorsements of all necessary parties in the ordinary course. If the movant is 
ultimately unable to obtain the necessary endorsements on a consent order despite 
the movant’s best efforts, the movant may re-notice the matter for hearing.  
 
If the Court’s record reflects that any of the above-listed items is ripe for a hearing 
cancellation in a specific case, but it has not been promptly removed from the docket 
by the trustee or moving party, the Court reserves the right to cancel the hearing for 
that matter. The trustee or moving party must thereafter tender an appropriate order 
or re-notice the matter for a new hearing date.   
 
A matter removed from the docket in accordance with this protocol will only be deemed 
abandoned for want of prosecution if no order has been submitted upon closure of the 
case pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9013-1(Q). 
 



Notwithstanding the above protocol, the Court reserves the right to restore any matter 
to the docket it deems appropriate in the interests of justice and due process. 

Hearings that will be removed by the Court if the following conditions are met: 

1. Motions to Extend the Automatic Stay under § 362(c)(3) if (a) the Chapter 13 Trustee
files a response no later than 2 business days prior to the hearing stating the trustee
does not oppose the relief requested; and (b) the motion attaches an affidavit of the
debtor(s).

Counsel for the debtor(s) should submit an appropriate order with the endorsements
of all necessary parties in the ordinary course.

2. Reaffirmation Agreement hearings where the debtor filed bankruptcy with the
assistance of counsel, if counsel files a timely Certification that to the best of
counsel’s knowledge, information, and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable
under the circumstances:

(1) the debtor is in possession of the property securing the debt to be
reaffirmed;
(2) the property is in good condition;
(3) payments on the debt to be reaffirmed are current;
(4) the property securing the debt is insured (if applicable); and
(5) counsel’s recommended disposition of the reaffirmation agreement.

A Certification will be considered timely as follows: 
Tuesday Dockets:  Certification is filed by 12:00 p.m. the preceding Thursday 
Thursday Dockets: Certification is filed by 12:00 p.m. the preceding Monday 
Friday Dockets: Certification is filed by 12:00 p.m. the preceding Tuesday 


