
General Overview of  Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Process*
 

CREDIT COUNSELING  
Must obtain within 180 
days before filing the 
petition, §109(h)(1). 
See LBR 1007-1(I).  

PETITION 
-Debtor submits required paperwork. 
Deadline to file schedules and state-
ments is 14 days (3 days for creditor 
matrix) after order for relief, Rule 1007, 
LBR 1007-1. See generally Standing 
Order 20-9; Standing Order 20-10; 
Standing Order 20-19. 
-Filing fee is required at the time of fil-
ing, unless application for waiver, Rule 
1006(c), or installments, Rule 1006(b)
(1), is filed and granted, LBR 1006-1.  
But see Standing Order 20-13; Stand-
ing Order 20-20. 
 
 
STATEMENT OF INTENTION 
-Debtor states intent to redeem, reaf-
firm, or surrender, §521(a)(2)(A). 
-Deadline to file the statement is within 
30 days of filing the petition or the date 
of §341 Meeting, whichever is earlier, 
§521(a)(2)(A). See LBR 1007-3. 

OBJECTIONS TO EXEMPTIONS 
-Deadline: within 30 days after conclu-
sion of §341 Meeting or within 30 days 
after any amendment to schedules, 
whichever is later, Rule 4003(b). But 
see Standing Order 20-11. 

ALLOWANCE OF CLAIMS 
-Deadlines for filing Proofs of Claim are 
set following Trustee’s Asset Notice, if 
any.  
-Objections to claims may be filed, 
Rule 3007. See Standing Order 15-4; 
LBR 3007-1.  

DEBTOR’S EDUCATION COURSE 
-After filing the petition, debtor must com-
plete a personal financial management 
course, §727(a)(11), Rule 1007(b)(7).   
-Deadline: must file a Certification of 
Completion within 60 days after first date 
set for §341 Meeting, unless enlarged by 
Court, Rule 1007(c).  

REAFFIRMATION 
-Deadline: must file within 60 days after 
the first date set for §341 Meeting, but 
may be extended, Rule 4008(a). 
-Rescission: deadline to rescind agree-
ment is later of entry of discharge or 60 
days after filing of agreement, §524(c)(4). 

§707(b) ABUSE STATEMENT 
-Within 10 days after the first date set for 
§341 Meeting, U.S. Trustee files statement 
as to whether debtor’s case is presumed 
to be an abuse of the Bankruptcy Code, 
§704(b)(1)(A). 

NO ASSET: REPORT OF NO DISTRIBUTION 
Filed if the trustee determines no assets 
can be liquidated for the benefit of credi-
tors. 

COLLECTION OF THE ESTATE 
Trustee gathers property of the 
estate through various means, 
§§541, 542, 544-549. 

LIQUIDATION OF THE ESTATE 
Trustee liquidates assets 
through sale, which may be 
public or private; auctions are 
common but not required, Rule 
6004(f). 

ASSET: REQUEST FOR ASSET NOTICE 
Filed if the trustee determines assets 
can be liquidated for the benefit of credi-
tors. Clerk sends notice to all parties in 
interest stating that there may be assets 
available for distribution and requiring 
that Proofs of Claim be filed. 

DISCHARGE 
-Deadline for objection to dis-
charge under §523(a): com-
plaint under §523(a)(2),(4), or 
(6) must be filed within 60 days 
after the first date set for §341 
Meeting, Rule 4007. 
-Deadline for objection to dis-
charge under §727(a): 60 days 
after first date set for §341 meet-
ing, Rule 4004(a).  

CLOSING OF CASE 
After estate is fully administrat-
ed, Court enters order dis-
charging trustee and closing 
case, §350(a), Rule 5009.  

REOPENING OF CASE 
Cases may be reopened on 
motion for cause, §350(b), Rule 
5010. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ESTATE 
Trustee distributes liquidated 
assets pursuant to §726. 

MEETING OF CREDITORS 
-Debtor must attend §341 
Meeting. See generally 
Standing Order 20-14. 
-Debtor must provide to the 
trustee a copy of most recent 
tax return 7 days before §341 
Meeting, §521(e)(2). 

*Please be aware that the flowchart is for general information only and should not be applied to any specific case. 

 § = Section of U.S. Code Title 11 
 LBR = Local Bankruptcy Rule 
 Rule = Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 

FINAL REPORT AND ACCOUNT 
If property or money was ad-
ministered, Trustee files a re-
port and account with Court 
and U.S. Trustee,  §704(a)(9); 
Clerk sends summary to credi-
tors, Rule 2002(f)(8). 

*Please be aware that the flowchart is for general information only, does not constitute providing legal advice, and should not be applied to any specific case. 
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